
U.S. History – Ms. Thomas

(Students keep this page!)

Teacher: Ms. Thomas Room: 207 email: rthomas2@sandi.net

Course Title and Grade Level:

United States History and Geography grade 8

Course Description: Critical Concepts and Common Core Standards will be taught through the

context of California State Standards for Eighth Grade History.

California State Standards

● Emphasize the analysis of geographic, political, economic, religious, and social

developments of the United States and its people from about 1690-1900.

Standards include:

● Events preceding the founding of America -Slavery

● Declaration of Independence -Causes, events, and results of the Civil War

● Constitution/American political system -Reconstruction

● Early American foreign policy -Industrial Revolution

● Geography and the influence on the development of the American people (1800-1860)

Critical Concepts:

● Continuity and Change - Economics

● Multiple Perspectives - Evaluating Sources

● Causality - Using Sources

● Civics - Informed Action

● Geography

Common Core Standards:

● Determine central ideas - Write arguments

● Describe how a text is organized - Write informative text

● Distinguish among fact and opinion - Improve writing by planning and revising

● Comprehend text independently - Use evidence to support analysis

California State Standards:  

https://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf

Critical Concepts and Proficiency Scales: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lx3gSjVEWtKvscI5CPdZr3ddJjme6SztECI57grPFtc/ed

it

California Common Core Standards: 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf

Classroom Behavior Standards and Consequences

1. Students are tardy if they are not in their seat when the bell rings.

2. Students must ask permission before leaving their seat.

3. Students must respect the property of others.

4. Students must maintain a safe, comfortable, and friendly class environment for everyone.

mailto:rthomas2@sandi.net
https://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/st/ss/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lx3gSjVEWtKvscI5CPdZr3ddJjme6SztECI57grPFtc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lx3gSjVEWtKvscI5CPdZr3ddJjme6SztECI57grPFtc/edit
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/finalelaccssstandards.pdf
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Consequences: I use a restorative approach to address student behavior. Disciplinary

measures, such as referrals, will only be used a last resort or, in extreme cases where

school/district protocol requires that I do so.

Grades and Expectations

It is essential to have good attendance and complete homework to be properly prepared for

assessments and standards- based assignments. Grades are no longer assigned based on an

accumulation of points but on how well the student masters the standards. Therefore, extra

credit will not be offered.

-Parents and students can see student grades any time by going online to Powerschool.com.

-Students are responsible for knowing their own grades.  

- Only assessments and select assignments will be counted in the course grade.

A = Exceeding Standard, B = Meeting Standard, C = Approaching Standard

D = Beginning to Approach Standard, F = No Evidence

Attendance/Make up work

When a student is absent, it is their responsibility to find our what they missed when they

return.

- Students who earn a below average grade, on an assessment or assignment included in the

course grade, will receive one opportunity for make-up which must be completed by the deadline

set by the teacher.

Academic Integrity

Students are expected to do their own work. In college the consequence for plagiarism or

cheating is an automatic F for the course or expulsion from school. It is very important that

students learn how seriously this is taken. Therefore, copying and, or cheating, (This includes

allowing someone to cheat from you), will result in a zero for the assignment with no opportunity

for a make-up. If students are not prepared for an assignment or test, they should choose an

appropriate solution (i.e. get the grade they earned honestly or communicate with me for other

possible options).

Department Focus for Writing

I will focus on the Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies by having students

write with an argumentative focus on history specific content.

(Parents keep this page!)

Note to Parents

How to Communicate with Teacher:

The best way to contact me and receive the quickest response is via email: rthomas2@sandi.net

Phone calls are not permitted to our rooms during class time. You will have to leave a message

and I will return your call as soon as I am able.

Sending Email:

When sending email, remember to type your child’s name in the memo. If your email does not

include this and your email address is unrecognizable to me, it may be erased without being read

due to concerns of spam mail.

mailto:rthomas2@sandi.net
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Classroom Materials (recommended):

The following materials are recommended for this class for students to be fully prepared and

organized. Students will not be graded down for not having these materials.  However, proper

organization of the interactive binder will be helpful to them.  Organization is essential to

maintaining a high academic grade.

1. 3- ring binder (1 inch, used for History class only)

2. 2 Dividers

3. Highlighters (assorted colors)

4.  Pencil sharpener (with cap on the bottom)

Back to School Night:

I encourage parents to attend “Back to School Night” if possible.  During this event

parents are informed of class procedures and routines, grading policies, and methods of

parent/teacher communication specific to each class. This will help to eliminate any

misconceptions of how each class functions.

Academic Integrity

All students are expected to do their own work. In college the consequence for plagiarism or

cheating is an automatic F for the course or expulsion from school. It is very important that

students learn how seriously this is taken. Therefore, copying and, or cheating will result in a

zero for the assignment and there will be no opportunity for make-up. If you learn that your

child is not prepared for an assignment or test, please encourage him or her to choose an

appropriate solution (i.e. get the grade they earned honestly and retake the test on a make- up

day, or communicate with the teacher to see if other options exist).

(Parents keep this page)

How can I help my child be successful in school?

1) Expect to be given a progress report by your child every 6 weeks.  If you do not receive

one, call the school to follow up.  Sign up for the Power School Parent Portal so that you

can check your child’s completion of classwork and homework, as well as what the current

grade is for each class.  You can also find data about absences and tardies, which can

sometimes have a significant impact on academic and citizenship grades.

2) If your child earns an academic or citizenship grade that is below your level of

expectation or has a history of earning below average grades, start contacting teachers

from the beginning of the school year. Please do not wait for the teacher to call you first.

Chances are the pattern will continue without early intervention. If intervention is

successful and grades improve, don’t back off.  It is likely that grades will fall again if

you do.

3) If your child earns a below average grade on a progress report, set up a parent

conference with the teacher/s, and counselor as soon as possible for a plan of
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intervention. Please be consistent in making sure your child follows the plan.  DO NOT

WAIT UNTIL THE END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR TO ASK HOW YOUR CHILD CAN

IMPROVE  AN “F” GRADE THAT HAS GONE ON ALL YEAR. Early intervention is

important.

4) Have a set time and quiet location for students to complete homework every day.  If your

child consistently tells you that they have no homework or have already done their

homework but have poor grades, chances are they are not doing it.  Even if they do not

have homework, create something academic for them to do during that homework time. It

is important for them to establish good study habits and practice improving their skills.

Ask me for additional work or ideas for days when they have no other homework.

Students should know that every day from (ex: 5:00-6:00 pm) I have to work on

something academic even if I don’t have homework that day.

5) It is a good idea, but to your discretion, to inform teachers if your child is experiencing

any emotional hardships due to extenuating family or school issues as this can affect

learning. I can do my best to accommodate them during their difficult time if I am aware

of it. If I am not aware, then they will be held to the same expectations as all other

students.

Dear Parents or Guardians,

I look forward to teaching your son/daughter this school year. Your child will

have the pleasure of participating in a mock election so they can experience

firsthand what it is like to engage in civic duties and exercise their future

right to vote.

Our focus in History this year will be on Industrialization and the

environment. We will have the opportunity to work on an environmental project

with clients from the outside community. Their goal is to earn a place on a team

to take their work to the CCTE Showcase and present their final project.

It is my hope that your son/daughter will have an amazing experience in

History this year and be excited about learning.

Sincerely,

Renee Thomas

U.S. History Teacher

Marston Middle School
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(Return this page to Mrs.Thomas!)

Student name (please print): ____________________________________

Parent name   (please print): ____________________________________

(Please circle: mother father grandparent guardian)

Daytime Contact number:      ___________________________________

Preferred e-mail address: ___________________________________

I have read and understand the course syllabus.  I also understand that I should initiate

contact with my child’s teacher if I would like more feedback than the 6 week progress report.

Parent Signature X_______________________________________________

* A copy of the syllabus will be available this year on my Landing Page.
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